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Exalted Highness the Nizam of Hyderabad. At any rate
the Indian Princes came to the Conference with the idea
of securing an irreducible minimum of essential conditions
for their entry into the Federal scheme.

The Second Group, the Indian Liberals, having earned
some prestige as the mediating party between the Govern-
ment and the Congress, came to the Conference encouraged
by their success in bringing Gandhi to London. With
him in opposition, pledged to make demands which no
British Government could concede, they cherished hopes of
striking a better bargain with the Government. They felt
that Gandhi's presence would help them to form a satis-
factory pact with the minority committee, and that once
this knotty communal problem was disentangled, the
conditions for modifying the proposed limitations in the
Constitution would be favourable.

The Third Group, the British Conservatives, strengthened
by the formation of the National Government and stiffened
by the persistent " call for safeguards " from a powerful
section of the Party, were determined to insist upon adequate
and effective limitations being imposed upon the Constitution
and expressed their views in the clearest possible language.
Their position was no longer dependent, as it was at the
first Round Table, upon the British Liberals. Moreover,
the events in India following the Irwin-Gandhi conversa-
tions alarmed the Conservatives. The riot at Cawnpore,
the Congress enthusiasm at Karachi, and the outbursts
of the " red shirt movement " on the North-West Frontier
were the incidents that stirred Conservative opinion.

At a meeting of the Central Council of the National
Union of Conservative and Unionist Associations on June 30,
1931, the following resolution was proposed :

" That this Council is of opinion, especially in view
of the recent events in India, that before the Conservative
Party is again represented on the occasion of the resumed
discussions at the next Round Table Conference, they should
receive a clear and definite assurance from the Government